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1 am not albamed of che Goſpel of Chriſt : for it « the 
power of God wnto ſaluetion , toeuery one that be. 
leeneth to the lew firſt, and alſoto the Greeke. 


>? S the Walles of Jericho fell 
&- 1 downe atthe ſound of. /oſhas 
© his Trumpets: ſo the Walles 
2 of Babylon fall downe at the 
©.) ſound of the Trumper of the 
F<, Goſpel. Forthe preaching of 
SF the Goſpel is the meanesby 
which God eltabliſheth his 
Kingdome amongſt men, and ſhaketh, yea razeth, 

euento the very foundation the kingdome of the 

Devill.. For as death entred into the world by the 


care: Euen(ſo ithath pleaſed God,that Life ſhould; 
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| make its entrance thereinto by the ſame way, And 
| as man fell by beleeving the word of the Serpent, | 
ſo ic behooued that man ſhould riſe againe by be: | 

| 


leeuing the word of God, It is no maruaile then, | 
if Satan oppoſe himſelfe againſt the propagation 
of the Goſpel, anu ſtriue to make it odious , ſince 
by the preaching of the ſame, his Kingdome is im- 
cached: he hath inched vut the skin of the Lion, | 
with that ot the Foxe, adding craft to crucltie, and j- | 
ſophiſtric wit' tyrannie. d |; 
Euen as when the Sun returneth inthe Spring, | |] |, 
with the freth flowers, andthat gay luſter, thou- { 
ſands of wormes, and flies are ingendred , which| | 
ſerue for nothing, bur to corrupt andconſume the| þ 
ſame: Eucnſo , as ſoone as God hath cauſed the C 
glorious Sunne of his Goſpel to rcficR his rajes| Þ 
| vpon what place ſocuer , ptclently there ariſe al 1 [v1 
thouſand deceirs,ſubtilties,and conſpiracies,ready| i. 
as ſo many locuſts, and caterpillars, to ſmother & i. 
' choke the Truth in her birth,and as ic were to ſtifle: 
| the Church of Godin the cradle. Before the prea- 
ching of the Goſpel was publiſhed by the Apo- 
files, there was a great Gallymautrey and wixture, 
of contrary Religions,and yet there was no great, 
' oppoſition, nor taking of a1mes for natrer of Re-| 
ligion. TheRomanes after they had ſubdued any 
' Countrey,carried away captive their Gods,trume 
| ar ds ouer ſtrange Relivions.and yet not- | 
| with —_ they ere Temples ro thele their| 
| | captue Gods , and ſo brought imo their wy 
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all forts of Retfhions. Onely there was nor 
any but Chriſtian religion, with which 'they could 
not well accord,this they perſecuted with fire and 
ſword. Fc many falſchoods may dwell rogerher, | 
but eruth and falſehoo4 are alwaies incompatible: 
two falſe religions will agree much betcer roge-, 
ther,then a falſe anda true religion. Pilate and He - 
rode both enemies are become friends to bee: 
Chcilts enemies: Weſee even at this preſent in 
I (tone lewes permitted co liue quietly , who r.ot | 
withſtanding maintaine , that leſus Chriſt is a (e-| 
ducer and Impoſtor: They can well indure Turkezs 
and Greeks among t themzour Religion only, e- 
venin Romecan Fade no roome; becaule it alone 
overthroweth the kingdome of Satan , propoſing 
Chciſt co berhe @nly propiriation for our finnes, | 
his death che onely mzricorious ſacrifice, and his 
W cd che only rule of our Faith. 
{| Bucalchough Satan docall chathecan, yer ſhal | 
| the never obtaine his deſires; for as the rayes of the 
lunae cannot be hindred by any ſtormy winds, be- 
cauſe their nature is celeſtiall : no more can the 
| Wocld and che Divell ever be able to ob{cure,and 
J pur out the reſplendent light of the word of God: 
q |>:cauſc irdeſcends from aboue, from the Father 
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oflights,and is ofa fpirituall nature , 


endured ſo muy travails,andſo many hazards , & 


way ſo many diſgraces for the teſtimonie of 
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None could haue ſpoken of theſe things out of | 
_ exocciencerhenthe Apoſtle S, Pane, who | 
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ſhamed of the Goſpel. 


the Goſpell, Notwithſtanding | cing {upported 
with ſtrength from aboue he is not diſmayed, hee 
ſwallowesdowne theſe bitter pils, he contemneth 


this contempt, and glories in theſe contumelies, 


ſaying,/ a not aſhamed of the Copel of Chrifl.chc. 
The meaning of which words doth depend on 
the expoſition of rhele three points, | 
: Wharthe Goſpell of Chriſt is , and where-| 
fore it isſo called, 
2 Whatarethecauſes, which make men a | 


2 Whatwerethereaſons which encouraged | 
our Apoſile,not to bee aſhamed of theGoſpel the; 
chicfe whereof he here propoſeth,co wit,the pow- ! 
er of God unto ſaluation , toeuery oxe that feleeneth. 


þ 
' 


word Geſþel {ignifies good and happy tydings,' 


whence ir followeth, that the Gofve] of Chriſt is 


the good tydings which not only preach vnto vs, | 
bur alſo are preached vnto vs by Chriſt himfelfe. It 
is a bleſſed rydingof which lefus Chriſt not only 
is the ſubic& and ſubſtance,bur alſo the bearer and! 
proclaimer. But that wee may the better vnder- 
ſtand what the ſumme & ſubſtance of thefe good 
rydings is:Let vs lay this for a ground,and founda- 


tion. That the good of the Creature doth depend 
vpon. the goodneſle of the Creator, and that the 
happines of man doth not proceed from any ver-: 
rue ofhis own,but fromthe meere grace of God: 


And forthisreaſon God created not Adam inthe! 
rer-' 
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To beginne therefore with the firſt point, this E 
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 cerreſtriall Paradiſe, bue brought him in thither af. {// 
rer he was created, that he mightlearne thathe is {' | 


| ſame terreſtriall Paradiſe God planted rwo trees, 


would by chele types that man ſhould vnderſtand{|: 
and learne,that he did not ſubſiſt by his owne pro- | 
per vertue , butby the grace of God; how much 
' more now (incethat he is fallen from grace by ſin? 
for if aliuing mancannor ſtand and ſubfiſt of lilm- 
ſelte,how much lefle can a dead tnan raiſc himſelfe| 
vpagaineby his owne ſirengeth? For this reafon 
Godpromiling to Abrahams the poſſeſſion of the 
land of Can4eu,which was atype of rhe coeleſtiall| 
Cenzan,would not ſuffer him to be tenant ,ro take} 
poſſeſhon thereof himſelfe , who was the natural] 
fatter of Gods ro we might learne = | 
_ | 


oft e 1.Chap. to the Rom. 


not heire of Paradiſe by nature, bur thatitis God, 
which of his ſpeciall grace, leades man as it were: 
by the hand,into.that (o goodly apoſicſſion.In the: 


which ſerucd as two remembrancers to put him 
in minde,both of his owne weakeneſſe, ard infir- 
mity,as alſo of the grace and fayour of God, For 
the tr:e ofknowledge.of good andeuill, wasa fi-} 
gure of the loue,which informeth man in know- 
ſedge of good and evill : thetrce of lifewas a fi-/ 
gure of the Goſpel which repreſenterh vnto vs| 
the fruit of hife.co wit, lelvus Chriſt, as hee himſelfe 
expoundeth it ſpeaking of his graces and favouts, 
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Now therefore if before the fall of man 
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" the giuer ofthe Lawe, (ſhould lead the people into | 
the land of Coneen:to teach vs,that it is not by the | 


| Whatthen?thecharge of bringing the people 
)/:64. 4g. of lelus Cheiſt, Moſes onely brought them va 


; Gal.z. 4s 
| 


che potiefſion of the cceleſtiall inheritance comes 


not vnto vSby nature , bur by che grace of God; } 
Nay which is more God would not that Moſer | 


Lawe,or by our VV orkes , that wee enter into the 
kingdome of heauen. 


of God inco the promifed land was giuen to /9/nch | 
calledalo Tefar,and Saviour being atigure & type 


the borders ofthe land, and delinered them into 
the hands of p/a«<b,becauſe the law doth lead vs ro 
| the Goſpell,and is vnto vs « Schoolemeſfter ro bring 
vs be Chriſt, driving vs vnto it by threatnings, and 
repreſenting him vnto vsby figures and ſhadows, 
Man then being thus tallen, and tumbled to the! 
pitofdeath, could norrfle, or tife himfelfe'vp a-| 
gaine but by Gods merre grace,and afhiſtance: He 
and none but he that breathed into the face of 4: 
dem the breath of life corporall, is able to inſpire 


' | ito the foule of man life ſpirituall. For as Epiphe-: 


n:w4 reportcth of thoſe which trauell chrovgh the 
| Deferts of Swis,which are norhing bur ſands ,de-: 
flicuce of all commodniesrequiſre for paſſengers, 
' thatif is happen chat the fire which they cary with 
' them goe out on the way, they kindle itagame at 
' the ſunne by cerraine deviſes; fo man having care-| 
| lefly put our the ſparkes of Gods grace in him,| 
| thereisno other meanes to lightthem 2gaine, dur] 
at 
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atthe ſunne of 2; ghtcouſneſſeand he muſt of ne. 

cefſity hauereco Sh corheFarherof lights, | 
Now the meanes which God ted forto raife a. 

gaine mans no other then that which he foretoid 


head of the Serpent. Whereof God thimfchſe was 


woman had brought vnto man the frun of dearh; 
the woman allo ſhould beare vnto him the fenice | 


| of life, This meanes is #hat whew the fulneffe of times Gal 4.4. 


Was come,God (ext for th his Sonne made of & Woman, | 
his eternall word.clothed with ourfleſh , hereby 
making an aftinicy as itwere berweene God and 
man: the Sonne of God wouchſating himſclfe to 
becomeourbrother, tharwemight bee made the 
Sonnes of God. He hathecken our humane nature | 
vypon him,that he mighr make vs partakers of his 
divine nature : hec hath raken our fleſh, that hee 
might giue vshisfpirit: hebecame a ſiranger here 
belowe to make vs ves with his Father} 
aboue, He that is the Father of afl Erernity would | 
be borne in time as achild, The wordwas conten» 
ted ro ftammer hereamoneft vs, that wee might. 
{(peake with. boJdneſle and affurance vnto God :ra-! 
king vpon him theformeof a fervant , thar wee 
might raigne as Kings withhicn, | 
By this mcancs wee have familiar accefle vnro. 
God, fncehedothpurtaof the glorinus beames of 


biscavotmenance, andcharMaieftiewhich world 


hauchvallowed vsvp:ſhewing trim(cife ynto vr, 
I: B 2 Kam in 
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” adam, Thet the ſred af the waman ſhould breake the 
plealed ro bethe firſi- Evangeliſt : and thar as the| 
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in a familiar faſhion and acceſhibl4 manner in his 
Sonne , which is our Emmanucll,that is to ſay, 
God with.vs. Whereas therefore it was orice-an 
vſuall ſpeech in Iſracll ; + ſba/l dye for we hae ſeenc 


for 60d hath made himſclfc viſible , and giuen vs 


Plalme, 69.4- 
Mat. 8.10, 


1.Per.z. 24. 


Colol.1,19.20 


 acceſle vato him by the incarnation of his Sonne, | 
In which worke the ſecond Perſon in Trinity was 
only imployed. For by whom could we bremade 


the children of 60d; but by himrwho was his only | 
Sonnezby whom elſe could we be inſtructed chen 

by him,who is the wiſdome ofthe Fathcr?by whs; 
could he ſpeake to vs, but by him, who is the word 
itle'fe? Andby whomcould hereſtore things to 
their former cſtate,but by him by whom hee crea- 
ted all things? Yet is nor this all;for in our fleſh,he 
would ſuffer the puniſhment, which wee deſerued 
andieſatisfictherein for vs the iuſtice of God, as 
he himſcltc ſaith, han reſtored thatwhich I tooke_s 
not away: For leſms Chriſt bad not where to lay hu bead 
that we might haue whereon ro reſt our ſoules;he 
that wasthe bread of life , was hungry that wee 
might be ſatisfied: he died ro gine vslife , hauing 
drunke the cup of the wrath ofgod,chat he might 
water and refreſh vs inthe tjuers of his pleaſures: 

And as S. Peter ſaith , he himſelfe bare our ſfinnes in 


| 


| his bo1y-on the tree that we berng delivered from [inne | 


ſhould five trerightebuſneſſe, by whoſe ſtripes wre are | 
healed, Fox $, Pex ſaith, It pleaſed the Father that in 
| him ſhould all fulneſſe dwell, and by him to reconcile all 
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things' 
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God. Now we may and oufht to ſay wee ſhallliue | - 
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blowd of hiscrofſe ; Fn the thing in erbandrbes 
things iw heaven, Death hadifwallowed*Hinr vp, 
bur as Fiſhes ſwallowing vp rhe bait aretaken ; ſo; 
death intaking Chriſt, was taken and overcornc 
| by him:becauſche was lite itfelfe , arid by reafon 
of his luſtice, and Innocency death 1a to power 
over him. 

Thercis nothing more work of ainilearion 
then this death, by which herriumphe#oner the 
power of hell and Saran: ; by which Godbvth po-' 
| 

niſhed and pardoned our ſinnes, diſplaying on 
and che ſaine ation, his Snares wr and his 
 infiuiremercy. Alltheeriumphes of thegreareſP 
Empcrours arenot able rocountervaile eHedeaty 
of the Sonne of God: the liues of all the rmen in 
the world, are nor £quivalenttothedeath of =_ 4 
Chriſt;Allche Crownes of theKings'of the eatch,4 
arenot to.bee comparedto the Cr feof Chrift:\ 
and all the grace and glory. of the wor'd \, 'comes 
[hort of his diſgrace: Andas itis the proppe of our? 
Faich , ſoiris theſummeof our ways. oh to! 
know lelus© hrifterucifzed; . Þe, "1 
| His dcathrikethiawaythe birrernieſſe andourſe: 
of ours, and cau!ath thata farrooff ir ſeemes tobe 
a ſpirit walking on the-'Sea 7, yet when jr-drawes' 
[neare,we kno w:rbat3tis IehrsGhtif himſelſewho 
commenh 10:v%/ - andwehane: by his bloodfree li: li 
bertic to ſpeakeynro.Godwithtall afſuranceand- 
confidence, ſo thatwe niay-not onelyumptort his; 


| 


rhings x vnto hi w/Mfe c,and to ſet at peace Fhrone h thei [ 
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— RESET 
mY mercie;bural(o challenge and {uninon bis luſtice, 


laying, Laxdghou axtiuſt,andeherefore chou wik. 
not bepayedewice foromedebr , neither puniſh 
inthincindignation ey (inns, forwhich chy Son | 
bath ſuffered, By this meanes the Tuſtice of God 
changeth xsnaturotownils vs, and of a iuftice | 
condemning vs;it becomes aiuſtifying iuſtce: and 
ofa juftice which puniſherh our ſinnes, itbecomes 
4.uſtice, whichmakeeh vs wuft before God. 
| Andlewvsconfides what manner of Advocate 
\this is, who notanly pieadeeh for vs, bur alſo pay- 
\&h for vs, whonot onely doth make interceſſion 
for finncrs;bur alfo of 6noers maketh them righte- 
015, VWhatia Phifajan.is this who himſclfc raketh | 
the Phylick,and thepaticat is healed thereby ? ba- 
vingchusſufferedgeath forvs, hchath allo oucr:- | 
come death for vs: As the combar of his death is | 
for vslothe vidory of his refurreQion isours: af-| 
ter whichbeaſccnded: mroheanen, from whence | 
he ſhowreth downe his graces vpon vs, there hee 
hcareth eur prayers; there herecciuerh our {oules, 
which be hath purchaſed 'vnro hinycll by his own 
precious blood, He ishepledgernro vs of the | 
| portion whith wehane im ms kiagdome , which | 
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the fouintaine, 'expeRing the ptr yen, den, to 
judge the quickand thedead, androratſe our bo- 
dies from he diſt.charborh in body and fouke we 


maugre all mens ceſfares \ " and comradiQions: | 
whereof we areto ſpeake in the ſecond phace, and 
of themeanes which Saran and the 'fle 
to make men'thiſtaſte , androbe aſhamed of the 
Goſpet. Forrhe fame Apolltle tets vs,thatthr Ort 
iu « famblrng bloke varo Cote lewes. , 4n# unto the 
Greekes fooliſhmeſſe thar is ro fay, the [ewes are = 
{ended to heare of a 1a yore a Godeman 

crucified God,of one wha called himmfelfe, eh 
of Deait and yet affirmed hinifelfe ro Mates 
et chew _Abrabitis. They were offended roheare of 
2 Goſpel, whofe Felt chauſe: was, Bs —, that 
meurne_, and which dathprom — 
eroffes torhem that enrerrain nrael & 
anddrive awaythe auditors'; They (8 ER 
firange 


fophiers:poore fiſher men for toprdpa 


may raigne withtimeternally;' © | 

Behold /beloued) the ſurnme and kibflanceof 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, of which $* ®eafaith;, chat! 
he is not aſhamed, thar i is, thathee glories in it 


The ſecond 


doe vſe, | PO": 


4.Cor.1.23, 


3] ohug.58, 
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chat leſus Chrift tout? fn fimple and} 
1enorant Diſciples ro conformqthe wifeſt Phito«| 
gate andus | 


frabliſh his kingdomerhton 
alſo that the Goſpetfhould bee clad'in the _ 
artire — _ deſtirure _—_— 


ttheworlk, As | 


Mart.$.4. 
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[Ones b cccilly man ge Mherdnema 
| quenge was; come ro the. top of its perfetion, 


| 


- [came to ſarisfic: for our war » fince man had 
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| far infinite debr. 


# 


| 


Ghaprer the Apoſtle ſaith,he died þu# was declared 


i 


Je 
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'be an occaſton of offenceyntoyou , bur caſt yaur| 
[eyes onthe Starretharchen appeared:on that hea- 


pay eribyte in Geſer, , remember that hee cauſed a| 


flourythed ſomuch , and humane E 


Theſerhings which ſeeme hard of :digeſtionynto! 
humanc {cnſc,yctbeing well confidered,are found | 
convenient , and agrecable tothe wildome and 
power of God. NS. 

For when wee ſpeake of the humility of the In- 
carnation of the Sonne of God,irt muſt not ſeeme 


ſtrange ifhe humbled himſelfe ſo !ow , ſince hee 


throwne himſclfe downe head-loi.g in couetin 

to becquall with God , itwas needtiull chat God 
ſhould become like ro man. , to ſauce ardredeeme 
him;it was required bat bg ſhould be man for to 
dyc,and God for ro ouercomedcath, and ihat hee 
(havld be infinite in riches, fince he was to ſaursfie 


+. Furthermore Jexgonthe homilit of his bi;th] 


'C Ir fAng harfang : on Herod who| 
— RE Ee at it. If ir Gal 
ftrangethat ewes huogrie.conſider on the other 
fide,thar with few loafes he fed thouſands of men. 
[fitbeathing yabeſecming the King of Kings, to|. 


topayit. -, Inawordin.the 4. Verle of this| 


to be the Sonne of God with power , by the reſwrre@tion 
-j + from ; 
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| by a wound,it he looſe his life by the ſword , or by 
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from the dead-ANA his divine power was ſcen more 
apparantly in his infirmity , as the ſplendor of the 


noone day. 
No morecaulc of offence is there in this thar 

he bids vs rake vp his Crofle and follow him , and 

| to prepare our ſclues to ſuffer afflitions and tri- 
; bulations. For whar is more correſpondent vnto 
| Equity,then to partake with Chriſt in his affliQi- 
| ONs, we; we hope and deſire to be partakers with 
him ofhis glory ? Theſe are gracctull ſpots, and 
glorious diſgraces to beare in our bodies the 
markes of the Lord leſus, Is it ſo great a matter 
co looſe our goods for his fake,who loſt his life for 
our ſaluation? To ſhed ſome teares for him, who 


| forourſake hath ſhed his moſt precious blood ?to| 


ſuffer corporall death for him , who hath purcha- 
ſed for vseternall life > VWhat marrer is it ro the 
faithfull, ifhe giue vp the Ghoſt by the mouth, or 


lickneſle, rhat he dyethe death of the righteous, 
and his ſoule enter into that reſt which is promis| 
ſedto the Children of God ? 

| Asfor thecondition of the Apoſtles who were 
\ fiſher-men , and ignorant, it ſerues to make the 


worke of God in them more admirable : for then 


C the 


lightning is berrer perceiued in thenight, then at |. 


thedivine power appeares more manifeſtly when | 
allhumane meanes are wanting : To ouercome| 
| Ignorance by Learning, is not worthy of admiza- | 
ton : burto.convincethelcarning ofthe wiſe, by| 
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Gal.1., le 


| 


0 


| preaching , and mad: S* Paul who was a woolfe, 


the {implicity of Idiots, isa worlEwhich belongs 
only vnto God, who in a moment hath giuen vn- | 
to ignorant men the knowledge of all tongues, 
whohath changed the ſhips of the Apoſtles into 
the Church; their fiſhes into men , their nets into 


worrying the Church, in an inſtant ro become a 
Lambe, and of a Lambe, a moſt worthy Miniſter 
of his Word, thathe mightknow that his vocation 
was not of men,neither by manybut of Ieſus Chriſt and | 
God the Father, | 

As for the ſcandale taken by ſome at the ſimpli.' 
city and plaineneſle of the ſtyle of the Gafpel 
tet themknow that this mplicitic is more agree- 
able to the ſtile of Lawes, which would looſe of 
their force and AufQtority , if they were gaudily 
decked with the flowers of Rhetoricke, 1t being 


f 
[ 
: 
3 
L 
: 


the intent of Kings nor to ſhew therein their clo- 


quence, but their Authority. Beſides it ſtands not | 


if 


| 
| 


"1 
} p 


| defame the Goſpel. Let vsnot deceine our (clues, 


wich reaſon to attite a chaſte Virgin in the habit 
ofan umpudentharlotg nor tocloathceleſtiall wil 
dome, with thenice & aliuring termes of humane 
wiſdome, 

You may perhaps thinke, that all this is ſpcken 
againſt perſecutors, & tyrants only, or el\c againſt 
Pagans and Infidels , who ſtrived to diſgrace and 


for cuen amongſt vs allo, there will be found ma- | 


' ny,who arc aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt. For 
how few are thereamongſt vs , who rejoyce and] 


glory 


—_— ow 
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| rheir greatnes at the feete of his C roſle , anddec 


| or dignities more then inthat hee doth belong ro 


| greatneſle confifts i this,that he is a child of God 


| Goſpel of Chriſt, 


el ory inthe Crifle of Chriſt , whocaſt downe all 


boaſt of their ſuffrings for his ſake ? Bee aſhamed 
whoſocuer gloricth in his riches,nobilitie,honors, 


leſus Chrift , and doth nor belecue that his trucſt 
by Jeſus Chriſt: that ſuch a one is aſhamed of the 


\ Isirnottruethat when we are in company,and 


in the middeſt of all our jollitte, we are aſhamed e- 
uen to ſpeake of the Goſpel of Chriſt, or to pro» 
pole any thing tending to edification: for feare to 
ſhew our wiſdome our of ſeaſon,when wee rather 
chooſe ro ſpeake of ſcurrilous , and indecent mar- 
ters, or to ak and backbite ourneighbours ? 
This is truely to bee aſhamed of the Goſpell of 
Chriſt. And thoſe which are ſuch, if they ſhould 
liue in a Countrey, where they ſhould be perſecu- 
ted for the Goſpels ſake , they would ſtraitway 
turne their backes to Chriſt ; For hee which is a- 
ſhamed of Jeſus Chriſt amongſt his friends , how | 
will he confeſſehim amongſthis enemics? He that 


| 


| 


| 


ſitting at caſe attable,or walking vnder ſome plea- 
fant ſhade,darcesnor ſpeake of Chriſt, how will he, 
defend him on the rack, or at the ſtake ? how will 


rupted with proſperity ? . 
As when a tree loaden with fruit is ſhaken with 
a boiſterous winde, the fruit which is rotten atthe 


"* heart, | 


pO 


he indure adyerſitie,who melteth away,and is cor-| 


£ 
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| heart,or hath nor faſt holdof the Fee, fals preſent- | 


ly to che ground: ſo when any winde of perſecuri. 
on ariſeth, wee lee that the hollow hearted, and 
which are, as it were, worme- eaten with hypacri- | 


the hiſturies of Martyrs, whoſe vertues yet to chis 


| their owne blood, and ſo chary and ſparing of the 


fie, cleauenot faſt ro Chriſt, but for faſhions ſake | 


 only,or ſome worldly reſpe&, and by-and by doe | 


fall away. And when I doe reade vponti:is ſubject. 


day ſomewhat beare our vices , who inthe times 
' of our Fathers , were ſolauiſh and prodigall of 


glory of God: I find that they died more willing- 
ly, then wee doe ſpeake at this day for the Goſpel: 
that they were more ready ro ſhed their bloud for 
the glory of God , then wee in theſe dayes are to 
{pend our money for his ſeruice, So chat if ſome 
one of thoſe faithful feruants of God, whic h plan- 
ted the Church during the rime,even of their per= 
ſecution, ſh: uld come now at this day amongſt 
vs, hardly would he diſcerne his owne flock, and 
would maruell that it hath in fo little time fo 


much degenerated: he might finde riches Increa-| 


| ſed, and zeale diminiſhed, more peace and quiets| 
{ neſſe. bur 1cfle godlinefle? whence it proceedeth 


that the Goſpel is becume odious.,and the Papacy 
cre we arcaware gerteth ground amorell vs, 

| Theweake are offended at our profane humors, 

'and doe impute our vices to our Religion, God 

| grant that you maylong enjoy this grace and pro-| 
| ſverity , and Gcd prelcrue your Kin, vader; 

| whoſe 


— — 
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ce 
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whole wi'e ard Religious Gouernment you live 
inreſt and tranquillity: but know withall, chat the 
ſafery ofthe K 1x65 Life depends on the picty 
and innocency of his SubieQts; & the only meanes 
rocontinue long this fauour, and bounty of God 
towards you,is not to abuſc it, bur ro husband wel 
the times and opportunity , which God giueth 
you,& which he hath not giuen vnto your neizh 
bour Natios, whom he hath expoſed to your view 
as examples ofthraldome, andcloudy ignorance, 
vpon whom Satan hath caſt athicke and palpable 
miſt, ariſing our of the bortomleſle pit, whiles that 
within your borders the glorious lighrofche truth 
of the Goſpel ſhineth brightly , that acknowledg 
ing your owne happines by this compariſon, you 
| may learneto glorific God, and nor to abute his 
| bleſfing+ by vnthankfulneſſe. 

By all that which hitherto hath beene ſpoken, 
you may hauc learned theſe two points, 1, Vyhat 
the Goſpel of Chriſt is, 2!7, VWharir isto bee a 
ihamed of it, 

Now let vs learne the third, which is the reſolu- 
tion ofS. Pau/,by which he glories in the reproach | 
for the Goſpell , and contemnes.the diſgrace of 
men,ſaying,/ am not aſhamed,g+c. hich is all one 
with the exhortation thathee makes ro l1is Difci 
ple Trmothie .Bee net aſhamed of the teſtimionte of our 
Lord but be thaw partaker of the affli{t1ons of the Gaſ 
pell accurding $0 the power of God, This holy Apolltle 
was nor jgnorant What was the hatred of the 
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1 Per, 1.13, 


, 


1 Sam,C.z0, 


3 Cor,s.18.19 


i he himſelfe is the chiefe: ſo Iefus Chriſt hath infli 


* — 


World towardsthe Goſpel] : = D—_ well chat 
[| Shepherds and Paftors were an abomination , natural 
'| ly,vnrto the Egyptians, 2s Joſeph aid vnto his bre- 
thren. Hee was not aſhamed to doe what David 


did , which was to feed his fathers ſheepe , thoſe | 
ſhcepe which Chriſt Ieſus had redeemed by his | 
pretious blood, and did glory in being an Herald 
of the miniſtery of reconciliation , an Ambaſ[adonr for 
Chriſt, and preacher of peace betweene God and 
Man, according to that which after the Propher 
1{4iah;S.Paul himfelfe ſaith, How beautifull are the_ 


WP ey V2, 7 


feet(thatis the comming )of them which bring glad 
| 1ydings of peate;ſaying vnts Zion thy Godraigneth, 
Hee was not aſhamed to vndergoc that charge 
which leſus Chriſt himſclte 1:ad vadergone. For 
as a King foundeth an order of Knights , whereot 


|ruredthe Miniſtery ofthe coſpell , of which order} 
he himſclfe is the head, being pleaſed to be parta- 
kerinthecharge. Hce wasnot aſhamed to preach, 
[vnto men thedivine myſteries which the Angels 
| themſclues doe admire,and deſire to leoke— events 
the bottome , as S. Peter tclleth vs alluding to the | 
Arkevfthe coucnant, called the Ererwa//, vpon | 


| which was placed the mercyſeat,arype and figure | 


of leſus Chriſt our propitiatiovpon which there 

| were placed two Cherubins bowing downe their 

heads , and their faces being turned toward the 

Mercy ſcat,to ſhaddowe out the great attention 

ofthe Angelicall ſpirits, in admiring the myſtery 
o 
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of our reconcilation in leſus Chriſt, Wee ought 


the Bethſhamitres hauing taken off the propiria- 
cory that they might looke into the Arke (that is, 
might approach neere vnto cod without leſus 
Chriſt ) were conſumcd with great plagues and 
mortalitic, 

| Inaword, our Apoſtle was not aſhamed to 
preach the myſterie of our reconciliation with 
God , which-is the higheſt of all myſteries,lurpaſe 
(ing by many degrees the worke of the creation it 


Creator hath made the Creature, ir deſeruerh far 
greater adiniration , that the Creator ſhould be. 
comehimſelfe 2 Creature. And as for the fanours 
that 60d hath beſtowed ypon vs, as great adiffe. 
rence as there is betweene the terreſtiall Paradiſe, 
and the celeſtiall,betweene the tree of life, and le- 
ſus Chriſt, who was life it ſelfe, between the foure 


 foure others, as S. Pau/reckneth them; which doe 
flow from Chriſt their Fountains,to wir, that God 


and ſanftifuation,and redemption: fo great a dilpro- 
portion is there , betweene the graces that wee 
haue loſt in ._d4a»7, and thoſe that are offred vnto- 
vs inſeſus Chriſt: ſo that L dare confidently aftirme, 
that this fall of 44am hath bin happy tothe chil 

dren of God,thac there was (if we may ſay) 
hap inthis vahappinefſe , and that if we ha 


not therefore to marucll if in the firſt of Sz-ue/l 


riners which watered the garden of Eden, & thoſe | 


hath mage him unto vs wiſdome , and righteouſne(ſe, | 


ny 7: - 4 2 | 
ſelfe. For if it bce worthy of admiration that the 
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fallen into death, we had neuer atKiacd to ſo bleſ 
ſed a lite. 
But the chiefeſt reaſon for which the Apoſtle 


cauſe it i the power of God wnto ſeluation to every one 
that beleeneth,thar is to ſay, becauſe it is the ſauin 

power of God, by which he doth ſaue thoſethat 
belceue: for the Goſpel is the meanes which hee 
vſeth to purific, andcleanſe our hearts: Te are clear 
through the word which I hane ſpoken .nto you. As the 
ſpittle that commeth ouc of the mouth of man 


;| doth kill Serpents : ſo that which proceedeth our 


from the mouth of the faithful Miniſters of Gods 
Word doth quell and kill the euill thoughts,and i- 
maginationsof mens heart , which are that Legi- 
on of domeſticall ſpirits, which haue neare intellj+ 
gence with the Diuell, 
whereby hce toucheth the hearts of penitent ſin- 


[ ncrs,and imprints therein the ſtampe of Faith: for 


Faith ut by hearing,and bearing by the word of God, It 
is a powerfull mganes, which by a gentle violence, 
and ancceſſitie, without any conſtraint, doth bow 
and bend the hearts , andbringerh them into the 
way of ſaluation,by reaſon of which cfhcacic, and 
power,it is called the Arme of the Lord : becauſe by 
{this meances God dorh Jay hands , as it were, 
on our ſoules,8 pulleth them our of Satans pow- 
[<r andlcadcth them into the way of eucrlaſting 


j jaluation, 


\ 


doth rejoyce to be a Herauld, and Preacher of the | 
| Goſpel,is chat which he expreſſeth in this text, be | 


It is the word of Gad,| 


} 


— 


The| 
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[The Apoſti@o the Hebrewes doth reſemble ir 
| ro a two edeed ſword, by reaſon of its two fold ope- 
| ration,and vertue. Jeremietcarmeth ita fire and 4 
hammer which breaketh in peeces the hard rockes : be- 
| cauſe it heaterh our hearts by kindling zeale in 
them ,and oucrcommeth and mollifieth che hard- 


wrote the Law in the Tables of ſtone, ſoheingra- 
ueth |:is Goſpel in our flinric and (tonie hearts, b 

| verrue of his Spirit , which is the finger of God, 
| The which J ſay,that none ſhould thinke, thatiit is 
the ſmooth and ſweet Eloquence of him which 
preacheth the Goſpel , that giues efficacy to the 
Word of God, Farrebec ic from our thoughts. 
This vertue proceedeth from the Spirit of God, 
which imparceth force & cfhcacy, without which 
the Word of 60d is a dead letter,and a ſound bea- 
ting the Aire. Ve knocke at your Eares, bur 60d 
 toucheth, and openeth your hearts: We ſowe the 
ſced,but God fendeth theraine to water it,and cau- 
([cth the Sunne of his bleſſing to riſe vpon it « mer- 
ther he that planteth, ]OwI, 3 that watereth, is any 
thing but God thit 214th the encreaſe_2. Z 
| Who was morecloquent chen //ar7ah ? Moreo- 
| ver his condt:101 allo,and quality ſeemed to com- 
| mand attention; for i: was a Prince ct che bloud 
| Royall: Neuerthelefle he complaincth, that he had 
 laboured in vaine , ind that nonchid beleeucd his re 

| pox, Totheend that thoſe whom Gnd imployerth 
;tn his worke, ifrhey defice that their labour might 
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{ nefſe of them, For as God with his owne finger | 


1 


23.29, 


— 
_— — 


r Cor.3.7, 


[ſa.$3-1, 


br D proſper] 


| Heb. 4.12, 


— 


od 


I 


NEE 


Rs 


a” 


- 2 


=  ggt- 4 Sermon vpon the 16 Ver/e 


— —  — 


I—— 


- proſper,ſhould aſcribe al!,notro Mitcir one ſuffi 
1 ciency,and mduftrie, but to Gods heauen|y bene- 
ditions: And that they beware how they faſhion 
'themſelues to the itching cares of their Auditors, 
| who in theſe dayes require rather elegance and 
ſweernefle of file,then ſoundnefle of mater : de. 
| light more in the words,then in the ſenſe; more in 
ſauces , then in ſolid and ſubſtanriall nutriments, } #| 
who had rather haue their cares tickled, then their 
conſciences pricked.: not vnlike to a bad Porter, 
| who therefore wilinot let in an honeſt man , be- 
cauſe heisnot wellclad , andaccording to his li- 
| king. 
| 4 the meane while this is not the way to pro- 
| te, and goe forward in the fearc of God:Doe you 
' thinke that with fGowres of Rhetorique, you are a- 
ble to perſwade any to take martyrdome, or with 
 cloquent Tropes or Figures,to giue comfort vnto! 
' him that lieth arthe point of death ? Is not the 
Goſpel,the Phyſicke of our ſoules? What matter 
is it whether the Phyſitian be eloquent,ſo thePhy.. 
ficke be wholeſome? Is it not the Letters Parencr, 
 a::d Pardon of our crimes , and what need we care. 
in what termes it be pen'd, or written, ſo we be re-' 
leaſed by it out of the bondage and thraldome of 
Satanr 
| | Godintheold Teſtament commanded that his 
| Exod.19.35. | Altar ſhould bee built with rough and vnpoliſhe 
"1 ſtones; to ſhewthathe loueth ſimplicity in his ſer- 


vice. Hold this for truth, that he which profiterh} 
moſt 
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| moſtara Serm&n,is not he who ſayth,O how wel] 
hath this Preacher ſpoken! but he who crieth our, | | 
O how wickedly have 1 liued ! and how haue )| 
tranſgreſſed the rules and precepts that this man; 
hath propoſed. lt is not he who weigheth & ſcan: | 

; nerh the phraſes and periods of the Preacher , bur' 
he who doth found the bottome of his owne con-| 
ſcience. Thoſe beaſts, which were cleanc, were! 
| knowen and diſtinguiſhed by chewing the Cud: In 
Ike manner ſhall we be cleane, and acceptable {a- 
crifices to God,if we often ruminate and meditate 
on the Word of God, 

Truly I am fully perſwaded, that all my brethre 
and fellow labourers in the worke of the Loi1d,! 
could wiſh with me, that we were all ſpeechleſle, 
ſo ye were faultleſſe; and that wee might be deſpi | 
ſed.ſo that God might be glorified. But if they will 
have their preachivg effe@uall , ler them ſpeake 
with a holy bolcnefle , as God ſpeaking by their 
mouth, let them not ſooth ard flatter the ſinners, 
bur cauſe them to feele at the quicke their finnes, 
without excepting of perſons , orflattering any 
mans greatneſſe, A rich man is not otherwiſe 
raught chen a poore, the ſame medicines ſerue as 
well the great, as the ſmall: lt fareth alike in ſpiri- 
tua)l medicines: without reprehenfion the Word|\\ 
preached is a (word without a point; oras alampe]- 
on which one powreth oyle,burneverlightens1t, 
To be afraid to rebuke a inner , for feare of dffen- 
ding him,isa reſpe& full of crueltie: not vnlike vn: 

D 2 to 


| 


\ 


F/ 
/ 


2.4 


— 


| A Sermon -opon the 16. V erſe. | 


4 


Cal. 3.29, 


| 


plucking one haire of his head, 


to bedrowned for feare of hurting 


| 


| 


tohim, whois afraid to ſauea mM, who is ready 
g his arme, or of 


Theſe wholeſoine cfte&s of th: Word of God, | 


of God can neither take root, norbring forch fruir 


in our ſoules,as the Apoſtle ro the Hebrewes ſaith, 
that the word which they heard, did not profit them at 
all,becan{e it was not mixed with faith, whichallo is 


tae reaſon that S, Paul,after he had {aid,thit the Go- 


el & the power of Gad,doth adde to eurry ove that be- 


| 


arenot without faith , without which the Word | 


| ; 


leexeth This faith is not an hiltotical,as that ofthe 


| Church ofRoine , who beleencth only in groſſe, 
that whatſocucr is contained in theword of God, 


is crue: but it is a Faith , which ro knowledge joy- 
neth aſlurance,and confidence,which beſides a ge- 
nerall knowledge, applicth vnto itſelfe in particu- 
lar the Word of Gad , not ſaying only that Jeſus 
Chriſt ſuffered for {inners, but alſo adding with St 
Pant hat Chriſt hath loned me, and given himſelfe for 
MED, 

It isnotalfo an Implicite faith, by which a man 
beleeueth whatrſocuer the Church belecueth , or 
what the Prieſt delecuerh, without knowing what 


we ought to belceue, or any reaſon why the belief 
of this,or that Church is the berter : A man can 


not bclecue by an Attorney , nor can any one bee 


faucd by another mans faich : hee that perſwades 


"2 


himſelfe thac an other can belecue for him , may 
| well feare leaſt another ſhould bee in Paradile alto 
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luſt ſhall l:ue by hi faith , then ſurely notby an 0- 


ther Mans. 

Nei:her is ita faith of Miracles,wherofo ſmall 
a quantity as 15 a graine of Muſtard ſeede, canre- 
| NOouc mountaines: for this faith were it as great 


| 25a mountaine , cannot remoue a ſoule from hell 


co Heauen; which caſterh out of other mens bo- 
dies,vnclean ſpirirs , butcannotchaſeour of irs 
owne heart, wicked concupilcencess which in o- 
chers can heale corporal maladies,but cannot cure 
4 mans owe {oule of ſpirituall diſeaſes. Burit is a 
faich which receives with loy the promiſes made 
vnto vS in lel\us Chri't , which embraceth him as 
| good tydings {ent from heauen , which applieth 
vnto it ſelfethe words, which the Apſtles did 
{peake vnto the blinde man whom Chriſt called , beof 
good comfort the Maſter calleth thee, This is a faith 
which cisburdens his ſinnes vpon leſs Chriſt, 
which giucth peace,and reſt vnto the conſcience, 
| which doth behold the booke ofthe Goſpel with 

the ſameeye that a faithfull wife doth her marri- 

age contraQt,or a louiug loane thelaſt wil andre 

{tament of his farher , who thereby is incired to 


—— 


* | loue God,and to glorifie him both byhis words 


and workes, being wſt in all his ations, humble in 
proſperiric,patient in adverlitie,charictablerowards 
the poore,and burning with the zeale of the houſe 
of God, 

For without theſe things,Þaith is aname with- 
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out ſubſtance, a ſhadow withoR a body, and in 
ſtecd of an aſſurance and confidence, a benuimimn wg 
and a fpirituall lethargic, without this faith it ts im 
poſcible zo pleaſe God; without this fanh, wee wake 
Godalyar, as doubting of the truth of his prom1- 
ſes; without this fairh, we expoſe our ſclucs quite | 
naked to the aſſaults of our adverſaric : for it 1s a 
buckler, whereby wee repel] the fieric darts of Sa 
tan.Maruell nor then, that although the merirs of} 
| Jeſus Chriſt be ſuthc ient for all, yerall arenorfa 
'ncd, fince all haue not this taith : For vnbeiecte ca | 
 ſteth away the remedies which God offereth, and| 
ouerrurneth the medicine. This faith ought to be 
nouriſhed and confirmed by prayers , by heating 
ofthe Word preached , by godly and religious 


' company, and by all manrer of good wotkes, But ;, 
ifafterall this, ſome infirmiticremaine, you may | 


nevertheleſſc be ſaued : Vith a ſh:king and trem- 
| bling hand,you may receive the almes which God| 


reacheth out vnto you. All thofe that looked vpon ;: 


; the braſen Serpent. had nor their {'ght alike ccod;f 
' andyet were all alike healed, God doth not fo! 
| much require of vs a perfect faith , as atrue faith | 
; without hypocrite, and wFich endeavourirg to 
 fortifie,and ſtrengthen ir ſelfe.crycrh our as rhe ta | 
' ther of him thar was poſleſi:d of a Devil, —_—_ 
Lord helpe my wnbelerfe_sz. God who hath pur rhis 


treaſure in our earthen veſſell z who dotk perfect} 


his grace inour weakenefle, in the time of neede, 
{uſtaineth our infirmitic,abouec all, when death ap. 
proacherh,| 
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 proacheth, thenfYoth hee wipe away the droppes 
ot bloud, thendet\ hee ſay vnto the ſoute of the 
fachfull,be not diſmayed, leſus Chriſt is ar hand, 
ready to gine thee a crowne of glory. The faith of 
che true belceuer is no confuſed, or vnſertled faith. 
| As the needic in the Mariners Compaſle, is fixr & 
-nmoucable in the greateſttempeſt , becauſe is 
directed, and gauerned,not by the turbulent wind, 
bur by the conftant and vachangeable Heauens:fo 
che faith of the fairhfull abides = amidſt grea- 
teſt perplexities, becauſe ſhe is not ruled and gui- 
ded by the inconſtancic of worldly affaires,but ac- 
cording to the ſure promiſes of the cuecrliuing 
God. 

But leaſt that any invited to receaue this grace 
{houid think himſcife excluded,either by the baſe- 


| 


vation is {cnt fir#t to the lewes then alſo tothe Greeks, 
leauing vsby this example to colleR this generall 
rule,waich S. Peter propoleth in the book of Ats 
Ged u not accepter of perſans.For leſus Chriſt by the 
vocation of the Gentils hath broken downe the 
partition wall which was betweene the Tewes and! 
the Gentils: yet notwithſtanding S,Pau/laith, fir ff 
to the tewes , placing m the firſt ranke the Jewes, in 
relpe of the prohibition that Chriſt gaue vnro 
his Diſciples, Goe not into the way of the Gentils: 
whence alſo it is that he faith, that hce was not ſent 


neſſe of his ſtocke and kindred, or by the vildneſſe | 
of his owne condition, S. Pax/addeth that this fal- | 


but vuto the oft ſhrepe of the houſe of Iſrael , follow- 
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Mat.19.30. 


lud.6.38.39. 


In Apoleg, 
Cap,z1, 


*| and the darknefſe outward round about. Bur. in| 


ing which example, S.Paul beſ@caketh the vube- 
lecuing lewesin this manner ,./t ws neceſſary that 
the wordof Godſhoald firſt haue beene ſpoken vnto you, 
but ſecing ye put it from you, && ſuage your [clues wer- | 
thy of everlaſting life , lo we turne to the Gently, By 
theſe meanes the firſt hane beene the lift, And theefl 
deſt ſonne hath beene made infertour ro the yong | 
prodigall once converted, ni 

Thelike then befell the Iewes which befcii. 64 
deons fleece, vpon which alone at the fiſt the bot 
fell, whileſt all the earth beſides was drie; butthe 
morrow after,the Fleece alone was dry, ,& all the 
groundcovered with dew. For vpon the Jews on; 
ly did God at firſt powre downe the dewe of his) 
grace:butafterwards it happencd,that they along, 
were depriucd of that grace, ard other natior.s 16; 
ceauedinto the covenat of God, To this purpoſe 
the holy Scripture ſpeaking of thoſe , which, are 
without the Church of God,faith that they arg i1 
outward darknefle : And that becauſe z» Egypt the 
people of Goa bad light while dar kneſſe conered allthe.) 
land of Egypt. Fy this meanes the l;gl:c was with1n, | 


— 
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the death of Jeſus Chiiſt quite conrary hapned: | | 
for darkneſlc was in /adea alone (howſocucr Ter+| i 
| t/tan affirme the contrary ) whilſt that thereſt of| | 
{ the earth was illightned, Art that timethen the}. 
darkneſſe was inward.and the light outward. Ged{- 
by this miracle noting ghe reieftion of the lewes, | 
and the reception of the Geniils: which may ſerve | 


ro 


—_ 
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ro adviſe and ware vsz For of thus be dome to the_ 
greene tree, what ſballbe dome 19 the ary? If it fared to 


$-vs wild branches ingrafted in their roome , if wee 


#, 
pr" IT 


| henhblc loue ingiuing his only ſonne for morrall 


| with the naturall branches, what ſhall bee done to 


} finne by the like vnbeleefe? For hath God, thinke 
4 we,tycd himſelfe to vphold for ever thoſe Chur:- 
ches,which abuſe his graces and benefits, & make 


the doQtrine of the Goſfell to bee evill ſpoken of? 
Let vs tremble {Beloued) at ſuch fearefull cxam- 
| ples,and prevent thoſe and the like ludgements of 


þ 


' God by true repentance. ; 

 Irremaineth then(Beloued Bretheren)that we 
make vſe ofthis doArine for our inſtruction and 
'conſolation, Ficſt this excellencie of the Goſpel] 
of Chriſtin which God diſplayeth his incompre X 


and finfull menghe enemies of God and vaſſals of 
Saran, that hee might make them his ſervants,nay 
his friends,nay his brethren,nay one body and one 

irit with him,and thereby coheires with him of 
eyerlaſting life,ſo many tweer conſolations which 
invite vs to goe ynto him, ſo many gratiouspro- 
miſes thathe will-giue vato vs whatſoever we ſhal 
33ke in his ſonnesname , doe ſcrue to ſolace and 
comfort the conſciences oppreſſed, yea overwhel-| 
med with the ſenfe of their ſinnes, that when the 
horror of Gods iudgement repreſenteth it ſelfe. 
before the eyes of milerable Ng Ws ſinners, 


| 
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they might forthwithcaſt their eyes onthe ſacred 


| benefirs of Ieſus Chriſt,on the bloud of the coue- 
E — _nant\} 


The firſt vſe, 
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Pſ.147.9. 


The ſecond, 


1nant,which crycth becter things chen thar of 4be/, 
chiscrying for vengeance, bue that for peace and | 
reconciljition, 
| If any mans conſcience catciihim by the throar | 
 anddragge him before the iudgement ſear of God, 
ſer him produce before 60d this acquirtance ſub-' 
ſcribed with the bloud of the ſonne of god, and by 
which cod declareth, that hee is fully content and 
fatisfied. If Saran accuſe vs before God , and Jay o- 
pen a long liſt of our ſinnes,tell him I ſtand nor vp. 
on pleading not guilty : deny them nor, but rhou 
ſhouldſi haue added vnder all , The bload of le(us 
Chr i# cleanſeth 1s from all ſine. Yea theſe very (ins 
whereof thou accuſeſt me are notmy ſinnes , but 
' the ſinnes of Leſus Chriſt, fince he hath vouchfa« 
' fed to take them vponhimſclfe, as on the other | 
| fide his righteouſneſſeis ours, forhee is the [ ord) 
| god our righteouſneſle 3 And by the ebedience of one 
| 14Þy ſball be made righteow. He who died for his &- 
| | .. 
' nemies, ſhall nothee heare his friends? Bee who 
prayed ypon the Crofſe for them thar crucified 
him,ſhall not he fitting at the right hand of his fa: | 
| ther inglory , make interceſhon for them thar pur | 
their truſt in him? God who doth heave the cry of the_s 
| noung Raxens , asthe Prophet ſaith, ſhallnot hee 
hearc his children who call vpon him > Shall his 
' promiſes proue falſe., or the death of his Sonne 
without force and power towards them who bes 
leene in him? | | 
Intheſccond place the Miniſters of the word) 


of' 


| 


_— 
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of the 1.Chap, to the Rom 4zr 


| 


| 


| 


| Flocks who often feed them carcleſly,and (lightly; | 


of cod haue here a good leflon: for the Apoſtle 
exhorreth them hereby his owne example,not to 
be aſhamed , bur rather to glory in that they bee 
Heralds,and Preachers of the coſpell of Chriſt , 8 
roeſteemeof their calling, not becauſe itdoth at- 
ford them meancs,to bee ſumptuoully apparelled, 
and deliciouſly nouriſhed with little or no paines, 
while they leane vnto others the care of their| 


but rather becauſe they doe handle the Scepter of 
the Kingdome of God, that is to ſay,his word,and 
becauſe God hath conſecrated their lips,to publith 
vnto men his bleſſed will, 

In the third place let them remember that itis ' The qa vo 
the Goſpel of Chriſt that they preach, to the end. 
that they mingle not with it the inventions of 
men, nor vaine ubrtilties, or diverfitic of tongues 
of purpoſe , to make a vaineoſtentation of their; 
learning and knowledge.: If they deſire that their | 
preaching ſhould bee powerfull in the hearts of 
men , and ſhouldretaine in ic the power of God. 
vnto ſaluation, vnto all that heare them; let them | 
wot offer ſtrange fire before the Lord,as did Naaab and Leviou, | 
Abihs, Let them remember that the Law did pro-' 
hibite 20 /owe in exe ard the ſame /ineyard, divers Peirnns. 
{erdes;neicherto make « garment mingled of linnen Lev.1g.1g, 
and woollen, God teaching vs thereby,that hee will - 
not have any artificiall medlie in his ſervice. In a 
word letrhem remember, that which they preach 


is the Goſpel of Chriſt. As the Apoſtles who had 
i _E 2 fiſhed 
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Toh.z1.6. | fiſhedallnight,and could catchnothing ; when at 
: the word of the Lord they caſt our ther nets, they || 
| brought co ſhore a multicude of hſhes : ſoit you 
caſt outthe nets of your preaching according to 
| che wordofthe Lord , following his commandes |' 
| 'ment , you ſhall draw a multitude of ſoules vnto 
you, andſhall ſee with Toy ſome fruir of your1a- 
| bours.If you diſtribure no other bread to the peo. | 
| ple, butthat which Chriſt hath pur in your hands, |; 
you ſhall ſee it increaſe,an4 multiply, and the blef- 
ling of God to bee powred out vpon your labour 
and travaile. 
The 4. Vi. Fourthly.fince the Goſpel isthe power of God|. 
to ſalvation,let vs beware aboue al,that we depriue| 
itnot of that vertue andethcacie, by a wicked life, 
contrary and repugnant to our profeſſion and 
Kw9> 6.45, | Oreaching : for as the ſtaffe of Elzze.had not the 
like vertue in the hand of Gehaz?, as in Elizewus his 
hand: ſo the inſtruRtions,which in rhe mouth of a 
man fearing God,are full of power, in themouth 
{ ofa prophane Miniſter , hauenor the like force & 
| | vertie. Therefore God layrh vnto the wicked, hy 
| 


aw 4 
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| takeft thou my Conenant into thy month? And Chriſt 
commanded Satan ro hold his peace.when he cry- 
(Luke 4.4! { edout,Thouart the Chrift the Sonme of God, Know- 4 
ing that the Goſpel in the D:vels mouth leefeth| | 
| | irs power and authority. For thepeople willnor 
yh beleeuec thar rhe Miniſter ſpeakes in good earneſt, 
| while they ſee him doe cleane contrary to that 
| ' which he ſpeaketh, being likero Trumpets which 
| | animare! 


— 
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animate and incourage others to the barcell ,; bur 
keepe themſelues without : or as hewho bearcs a 
Lanchorne,and hath himſelfe lcaſtlig'. How will 
ye hauethe people faſhion themſelues co ſobriety | 
[and decencic in apparell, to chaſtity and ſanRtiry in | 
\{pecch,if their Miniſters be diſfolure,arddesboſher, | 
1f they be riotous, and immodeſt in their apparel, 
and conternners of Gods ſacred Name? How will 
ye haue the people ro-bee drawen from idleneſle, 
; and from Stage-plaies , where the praQices of| 
bawderie, and beaſtly luſts are repreſented and a- 
&ed. Ifrhe Miniſters thetmſelues bee addiAed to 
them > From thence irhappens , rhat as in the 
dayes of Helithe Prieſt, for the ſins of his children, 
the people abhorred the Offring of the Lord, (o be- 
cauſe of the vices of Preachers , the people con« 
' temnethe Preaching of the word. Therefore how 
learned andeloquent ſocuer they be,they ſhal nor 
| eſcape Gods judgment ; they ſhall bee like voto 
| chole Carpenters,who did build the Arke, And ne 
vertheicfſe were drowned by the flood: or as the 
men of Tyre and Sydon , who furniſhed Salomon 
| with the materials for che building of the Temple, 

; and yet were ſtrangers and aliens from the Houſc 
| | of God,and his Covenant. 

\ IngenerallBeloued, we doc exhort you all in 

| che Name of God, andby thetender mercie and 
1 | compaſſion of the Lord, by the pretious bloud of 
| the Covenant,by the honour thar yec haueto bee 
] made the Children of _ : as ye aftetthe glory| 
| = 3 of| 
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of God,and your owne falvation,thaty ou cheriſh 
| and make account of the Goſpel of Chriſt , and 
that yedeſpiſe not, nor negle@ this grace of God, 
which hath cauſed to ſhine foclearely in this your 


— 


Land,che light of his Goſpel. For that is come to, 
paſſe here , which happened in leruſalem then, | 
when the Law, which had lyen hid in the Temple, 
and was accounted forloſt, was found againe,and 


reſtored ro light; As happencd ro the wiſe men, 
\ flarre which led them where the Babe was, As to Saint 


| John who wept much becauſe no man was found worthy 


bur afterwards he was comforred in that , that the | 
Lambe of God,which us alſo called,the Lyon of the Tribe 
of 1uda,came forth,and opened the Bookegto manifeſt 
ro men the will of God. Yee are they towhom it 
hath beene manifeſted, with more light, with lefle 
danger and trouble; but rake heede that ye be nor | 
of the number of thoſe of whom S. J«ac ſpeaketh, 
which turne the grace of God into wantonneſſes , and 
that the patience of God make you not (lothfull 
andnegligent. 

Take heede that the eaſe and pleaſures of the 
World, make you not forgerfull of what belongs 
to the Croſſe of Chriſt : Know ye that albeirGod 
doe exempt you from fiymg your Countrey for 
the Goſpels ſake , yet ought you to liue as ſtran- 
gers and ſojourners vpon the carth: Albeir that 


| which reroxced with an exceeding great Ioy, ſeeing the | 


80 open the booke becauſe it was ſealed with ſenen _ ' 
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Goddoth free you from the croſſe, yet you ought} 
x to 


{ 


AR « alt. -- uk 
( hap. tothe Rom. 
of the 1.C hap. tothe Rom 


EO SRO 


| Albcit thar you looſe not your goods for the Gos+ 
ſpel of Cheſt yer ought you ro be ready vpon oc- 
| caſion toleauethem, & to poſleſſe chem,as thogh 
you poſleſie them not, being liberall and charica- 
ble rowards the poorc; mekring to your ſelue;frieuds 
of the Mammon of varickteoaſueſſe who ſhel{receine 
you into exerlefling habitation? 


and paivuful] Miniſters in your owne tongue, wit 
more learning,Eloquence,and familiarity; 
good .thar God be glorified in cucry langtage,and 
and that you ſhould know the Joy and fellow fee. | 
ling that forraine Churches hauc of the bleſſings | 
that God hath accumulated vpon you,and of the v- 
nion,which is berwcene vs al! in the very ſameDo- 
arine and Faith, \ 

The 6 0 v of Heauen, which hath giuen vs his: 
Sonneto be our Saviour andRedeemer , ſhowre 
downe from aboue his graces vpon the Gracious 
KinG, whom he hath ſent and ſet ouer you, and 
continue to ſtirre his Royall Heart, with godly 8 
holy reſolutions for the good of his Church. 
ConduR by his Holy Spirit, the Mmiſters of his 
Flocke, bleſſe plenteouſly the people whom hee: 
hath choſen for his Inheritance, that hauing im- 
ployed you in his Service, to glorific his Namev- 
pon Earth, he may glorifie you eternally in Hea- 
ven, Amen, ; 

Seli DEO gloria. 


| rocrucific your fleſh,and mortific your affeRions. | 


Theſe chings are taught you by your faithfull | 
Kis | 
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